82           THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA
cants) were destroyed. I attribute the escape of the lime-
stone temple to its fortunate situation in the midst of a tank
of water. To this catastrophe I .would assign the final
desertion of the old capital, as the humble dwellings of the
people could not possibly have escaped the destructive fire
which consumed all the *'noble edifices" of the city.
Pravarasenapura, or the new capital, was built by Raja
Pravarasena II, in the begninning of the sixth century. Its
site, as already noted, was that of the present capital of
Srinagar. This is determined beyond all possibility of doubt
by the very clear and distinct data furnished by the Chinese
pilgrim Hwen Thsang, and by the Hindu historian Kalhan
Pandit. The statements of the first have already been quoted
in my account of the old capital ; but I may add that Hwen
Thsang resided for two whole years in Kashmir in the
Jayendra Vihftra,* or Buddhist monastery, built by Jayendra,
the maternal uncle of Pravarasena. The Hindu author
describes the city as situated at the confluence of two rivers,
and with a hill in the midst of it. This is an exact description
of the present Srinagar, in the midst of which stands the hill
of Hari Parbat, and through which flows the river Hara, or
Ata, to join the Behat at the northern end of the city.9
The question now arises, how did the new city of
Pravarsenapura lose its own name, and assume that of the
old city of Srinagari ? I think that this difficulty may
perhaps be explained by the shnple fact that the two cities
were actually contiguous, and as they existed together side
by side for upwards of five centuries, the old name, as in the
case of Delhi would naturally have remained in common use
with the people, in preference to the new name, as the
customary designation of the capital. The old name of Delhi
is exactly a case in point. There, new city after new city
was built by successive kings, each with the distinctive name
1. 'Hiouen Thsang/ i. 9C.
3. 'Moorcroft's Travels/ U. ?76. I speak also from personal'
knowledge, as I have twice visited Kashmir.